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~ MESSAGE

to the Two Houses of Congress
at the Commencementof the First
8ession of the Thirty-Ninth Con-
gress.

Fellow-Citizens of the Senale and |
House of Representatives: To ex-
pross gratitudo to God, in the namo of
the People, for the preservation of the
United States, is my first duty in ad-
Our thoughts next re-
vert to the death of the late Presi-

it finds somo solace in tho considera-
tion that he lived to cnjoy the highest
proul of its confidence by eutering on
the renewed termof the Chicf Magis-
tracy, to which he had boen elected ;|
that he brought the civil war substan- |
tinlly 1o & close; that his loss was de |
ploved in all parts of tha Union; and

astice to his memory. Iis removal
beavier weight of cares
1 ever devolved mpon any one of
predecessors. To fultill my trast
ol the support and confidenee of

(s

whoare associated with e
pous dopurtments ol Lrovers unt,
L support and confidence ol 1h
I'here is butone way in which
ssury wid;

"
i

beaie bope to gain their nece

{1l s, 1o stute with frankness the prin-

ciples which guide my conduct, and |
their application to the present stato
of affuirs, well aware that the eflicien- |
cy of my labors will, in a groat meas

' JONESBOROUGH

e

\
appalling dif-
proee

FRIDAY. DI

ot

home and safety sbroad.” T(’un- tions and 9

ho

stitation is the work of “the People me atthe very com-
of the United States,” and it should my administration.—
be as indestructible as the people; dinstobject to es-

It is not strange that the feamers of
the Constitution, which had no model
in the past, should not have fully com-
prehended the excellence of their own’
work. Fresh from & struggle againss
arbitrary power, many patriots suffor-
ed from harnssing fears of an nbsorp-
tion of the State Governments by the
General Government, and many from
a dread that the States would break
away from theirorbits. But tho very’
greatness of ‘our coantry should allay
the appathengion of encroachments.
by the ‘General Governments. The
sibjects that come unguestionably
within its jurisdiction are so numer-
ous, that it must ever naturally refuse
to ba, embarrassed by questions that
lie beyond it. Wero it otherwise, the
Execmit%.-y_on gink benoath the |
burden ; “the 5 :
be choked; legislation would be ob-
structed by excess; #o that there is a
greater temptation to excrciso some
of the functicns of thé Genoral Gov-
crnment through the States than to
trospass on their rightful spbere—
i The absolute acquiescence in the de.
cisions of the majority” was, at the
beginning of the contury, enforeed
by Jefferson “as the vital principle of
republics,” and the events of the Inst
four years have catablished, we will
hope forever, that there lies no appeal
to force.

The maintenance of  the Union
brings with it “the support of the
State Governments inall their rights;”
but it is net one of tho rights of any
State Government to renounce its own |
place in the Union, or to nullify the
laws of the Union. The largest lib |
erty is to be maintained in the discns- |
gion of the acts of Federal Govern: |
ment; but there is no appeal from its |
laws excopt to the various branches

gy, of momentary
demivca healing po]:?c;
o fandamental and unchang-
inf., inciples of the Constitution.
oupd the States, sufforing from
lhaileﬂaﬂ @Qigil war, Resistancg
Lo the Gepe (overnment appeare
to have m itselfs 'llhpepeUni-

ted States had recovered pﬁgmu
of their forts And arsonals ; and their

armies were ifi'the occupaney of every
State, w attempted to secede.
W hether the tarvitory within the lim-
its of thoge States should bo held as
com, o territory, under militar

authority ting from the Prosi.
deop of ﬁl_ﬁ army, wna the
od itself for

ly supprossion of discontent; would
have divided the people into the van-
quishers ‘and the vanquished ; and
would Lare envenomed hatved, rather
than havy restored affection. Once
establishd, no precise limit to their
continuapee was conceivable. They
| would have occasioned an incaleula-
ble and exhausting expense. Peace-
{ ful emigtation to and from that por-
tion of the country is one of the bost
means that can be thought of for the
restoration of hurmony ; and that em-
igration would have been prevented ;
for what emigrant from abroad, what
industrions citizen at home, would
place himsell willingly under mil-
itary rule? The chief persons who,
woitld have followed in  the train
of the wrmy wonld bave been depen-
dents upon the General Govern-
mant, ormen who expeel profit from
the migeries of theirv errvitig fellow-git-
izens. 'The powers of putronngo and
and rule which would have been ex-
ercised under the President, over a

peoplo, who grant to the members of
the Legislative and of the Excoutive | vast, and populous, and nat nrally
Departments no tenaro but a limited | weulthy region, are greater thun, un-
one. and in that manner always retain | loss opder extrome necessity, 1 should
the powers of redress be willing to entrast to any one man;
«Phe sovercignty of the State” is | they ure such us, for myself, I eould
. { the Confederacy, and : nevor, unless on occasions of great
not the langnage of the Congtitntion, | emergency, ¢onsent 1o exercise® Tho
Phe latter contming the  emphatic | wilful u o of such powers, if continued
words: «The Constitution, and the | throngh a period of years, would have
jaws of the United Stntes which shall | endangered the purity of the goneral
be made in pursnance thereof, and all | administration and the liberties of the

e =

IBER 15, 1865,

d -.lmnosl% at the Bk
tent-with publie . For thisgreat | 1
end there 18 need of o ’concﬂrrh&o'-

| that need them most.

s &

%

choice of dificulties, it is the smallest
risk ; and to diminish, and, ifpossible,
to remove all ddnger, 1 havo felt its
incumbent on'ne to assert onoe other
power-of the Gencrnl Government—
the power of pardon. As no States
can throw & defence over the crime
of tretson, the power of pardon is ex-
clugively vested in the Executive Gov-
ernment of the United States. In ex-
ercising that power, I have taken ev-
ery precaution to conncet it with the
clearest recognition of the binding
forco of tho laws of the United
States, and an unqualified acknowl-
edgement of the great social chango
of condition in regard to slavery
which has grown out of the war.

The next step which I have taken
to restore the constitutional relativns
of the States, has been an invitation
to them to participate in the high of-
fice of amending the Constitution.—
Every patriot must wish for a general
earliest epoch corsis-

all opinions, and the spirit of mutual
conciliation. All parties in the late
terrible conflict must work together
in harmony. It isnot too much to
ask, in the name of the whole people,
that, o the one side, the plan of res-
toration shall procoed in conlormity
with a willingneas to cast the disorders
of the past into oblivion; and that,
on the other, thewyidence of sincerity
in the future maintenance of the Union
shall be put beyond any doubt by the
ratification of the proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution, which pro-
vides for the abolition of slavery for.
ever within the limits of onr countvy.
So long as Lhe adoption of this amend-
ment is delayed, so long will doubt,
and jenlousy, and uncertainty prevail.
This ig the measure which will efface
the sad memory of the past; this is
the measure which will most eertain-
ly eall population, and eapital, and se-
curity to ,those parts of the Union:
Indoed, it is
not too much to ask of the States
which are now resnming their places
in the family of the Union to give
this pledge of perpetnal loyalty and
weaco.  Until this is done, the past
Lu\\'cs‘ur much wo nay desire it, will
not be forgotten. The adoption of
the amendment reunites ns beyond all
ower of diseaption. 1t heals the
wound thatis still imperfectly closed;
it removes slavery, the element which
has so long perplexed and divided the

treatios made or which ghall be made | States which remained loyal,

under the 1'Illihlrl'i"\' of the l'n]h'-H Besides, the ]u:l}iw_\' of l!liiirnr)‘ rmle
States, shall be the supreme law of | over a ¢ nguered territory wnitld have
implied that the States whove inhabi. |

country; it makes of n& Gnee moro a
united people, renewed and strength-
ened, bound more thanever to mutuul

[ thonght of a possibility ot it
1

ure, depend on your and their undi- [ the land; and the jodges in every

vided a[?)fobul.ii;m. . Stato shiall ba bound therchy, any-
The Union of the MMnited States of [ thinyg In the constiamenc et dawe «f

Amorica was intended by its authors |any State to the conirary HoLwsth
to lust a8 long ks the States them- | standing.”
golves shall last. “Tnk UNioN SITALL BE Certainly the Government of the
penreroarn” are the words of the Con- [ United Statesisa limited government;
foderation. “To FORM A MORE PER- nnd 80 is every State government il
yror Ustos,” by an owrdinance of the | [imited government. With ue, this
|n~u|dc of the United States, isthoe de- | jden of Timitation r-w'c:ul-a through
clured purpose of the Constitution — | gvery form ol administration, genoril,
The hand of Divine Providence was | State, and municipal, and rests on tha
never more plaioly visible in the ot | grent distingnishing principle of the
(nirs of men than in the framing and | recognition of tho rights of man.—
the sdopting of that instrument. It | Tho ancient republics abgorbed tho |
ig, boyond comparison, tho greatest | jndividual in the State, Iu-og(-rii_md his
vent in American history; and in- | peligion, and controlled hia activity
ol 18 it not, of all events in modern | The American system rests on the as- |
times, the most pregnant with conse- | gortion of the cqul vight of overy man
anences for every peopleof the Earth? | 1o lite, liberty, aud the pursuit of hap-
-lvhu [li\!l'llhl'i" ol the Convention which |lif-l!,“i', to freedon of conscience, to tho |
prepared it, brought to their work the | enlture and exerciso of all bis faeul- |
exporience of the Confederation of | ties, As & consequence, tho Stute
their severnl States, and of other Re- | (jovernment is limited, as to thoe Gen- |
| Governmonts, old nnd new; | epal Government in the intorest of |
bt . needed and they obtained o | Union, ns to the indisidaal citizen in |
wisdom superior to experience. And | the interest of freedom
when for is validity it required the | States, with proper limitations ol
approval of a people that oceupied a | power, nro cssential to tho existonce
large part of & continent and acted | of the Coustitution of the United
separately in many distinet conven- i States. At the very commencemaont,
tions, what is more wondorful than | when we aesumod a place among the
that, after carnest contention and long | Powers of thoe carth, the Declara.
discussion, sl feelings and all opin- | tion of Indopendenco was ndopted by |
jona weoro ultimntely drawn in one | Spates ; so also were the Articles of
way.L0 its snpport? Confoderation ; and when “ the Peo-
Tho Constitution to which lifo was | pla of the United States” ordnained
thus imp:nt.erl containg within itself| and established the Coenstitution, it
amplo redources for ils own proserva ‘ was the assent of the States, one by
tion. It has power 1o enforco the | ane, which gave it vitality In the
laws, punish trenson, and ensure do- | evont, too, of any amendment to the
mestic tranguility. In easo of the | Constitution the proposition of Con-
asurpation of the Government ol 8| pyoss noeds the confirmation of the
State by one man, or an oligarchy, it | Siates,  Without Siates, one groat |
becomes n duty of tho United Btates | branch of the logislutivo government
to matto good the guarintee 10 that | would be wanting  And, if wo look
State of a ropublican form of govern« | heyond he lettor of the Constitutio
mont, and so to maintain tho bomo- | to the character of our country, its
geneousness of sll.  Doos tho lapse  eapacity for comprohonding within its
of time roveal defocts? A simplo iltli:-llli'-".nl1 n vast continental empire
mode of amondment is provided in the | jg duo to the aystem of Btates Tho
Constitution ftself, so that ivs vondi- | best seourity for the porpotual exis.
tions can always bo made to eonform | tanee of the States is the “ suprome
to the requiremonts of advanving ¢iv- | anthority of the | ‘onstitution ef the
ilization, No room is allowad even for | United States,  The perpetuity of the
ita com« | Constitution brings with it tho per
to an end.  And theso powers of | potuity
sell-proservation have always boen as volation makes us what wo are, and
aerted in thoir L'rlrll],lh‘tf‘ iilll'-l.'l"I[)‘ |l‘\' in our pulilu’ll! pyatem their conned
| avory patriotic Chiof Magist rute=by | tion is indissoluble
[ Jofferson and Jackson, not less than | potexist withont the parts,
by Washington and Madison. The | parta without the whole, So long ns

|

T

b O NORE parting mi\ﬁ"v of the Father of hin | the Constitution of the United Biates

(‘um.t'r.\-, while yet 'rosidont, to tho | andures, tho States will endure § the
poople of the United States, was, Lhat | Jostruetion of one is the dostruetion of
L tho feeo Constitution, w hioh was the | thoe other: the presorention of the
| work of thelr hands, miNhL ba snorod- | ane i the proservation of the other

Iy maintatoed,” and the inatonral I hawve thos explained my viows of
words of Presidont Jofforson held up | the mutanl relations of the Constitu
“ the presorvation of the General Gove tlon ahd the Btatos, bocause they un.
ornment, in ita vonstitutional vigor, l fuld the principles on which I have
a8 the shoot anchor of our peace at ' wought tosolve the momentous quos

Livebios Ligd, by the act of thoseinhubi-

| that tho revoane of the United Stato

| Government brings with it o blessing
of thy States; their mutoal |

The whole can | the Union that, after all that has hap- | men « logtors |
nor the | pencd, the roturn of the General Giov.

affootion and support.

The amendment to the Constitutien
l:ml*‘,‘l'\‘:'l‘il'.‘li o e mnr the tede | bomgratopted; it wonld. remain fop
theory 4, that all pretended nots of | the Stutes, whose powers have boen
wression were, from the bogining, null | 0 long in abeynnce, to resume their

PTho States cannot commit | places in the National Legislaturo,
nor gereon the individual eiti- | and thereby complete the work of
haeo enmmitted troa- | vestoration. 1ence it is for you fol-
ke | low eitizons of the Senate, and 1or you
[ fellow-pitizens of tho House of Kep;
to judge, oach of you

tants may bave taken part in the re- |

and vouk
Lreuson
ZeN8 WhD I:II.'I",'
HOM, Y mare than they ean ma
valid teaties or engnie in lawiul com
meree with any foreign Power.  The | resontnlives,
States dttempting to secedo placed for yourselves, ol the elections, re-
themselves in a eondition where their | turns, and ualifications ol your own
vitality was impaired, but not extin- members
guished—their functions suspended, The full assortion of the powers of
but ney destroyed, [the Generel Government reguires the
Butif any State neglects or refuses
to |n'|‘Inl'n| its olfices, there 18 the more |
noed that the Goneral (Em-rr*lmlf'nt[mnllnl'lly has been interrapted.
ghould maintain all its authority, and, | the present posture of our pubilic. uf-
a8 soon as practionbly, resumeo the ex- fuirs, strong objoctions have beenurg
orcizo of all its functions. On this | ed to holding thoese courls in anj uf
principlo 1 have acted, and have grad- | tho States whoro the rebellion hus ex
ually end quietly, and by almost im- isted 3 and it was ascortained, by in
e 1-.-,-}:“1.]” H[.--]w' sought to rvestore ||I|il‘}', that the Cireniu Court of the
the rightful energy of the General | United States wotld not be held with-
Government and of the States. To |in tho Distrint of Virginia during the
that end, Provisionsl Governors have | nutumn or onrly winter, nu
been appointed for the States, Con- | Congress should huye an **opportuni.
ventions  eanlled, Governors eleeted, |ty Lo vonsider and act on the whole
Legishutnres assembled, the Senators | subjed t” . e your deliberntions this
and  Representatives chosen 1o the branch of the civil authority of the
Coneress of tho United Biates. Al United Statos is therefore necossari
tho same timo, the Courts of the Uni- |1y roforred, with tho hope that carly
ted States, as fur us could bo done, i'rl?\'i-“ii‘“ will bo made tor the resumj
have boen re-oponaed, o that tho laws | tion of all its functions.  ILis mun
of the United States may be' enforeed \ fost that trenson, wmost flagrant in
through their ageney. Tho blockade | eharactor, has boen committud.  'er
has beon removed nnd custom-honses [ gons who'nro oharged with its com-
re-eatablished in ports ol entry, .n-ulm’.h-\inn should buve fair and impar
o | tial trials in the highest eivil tribunals
Sha Post Offee | of the country, in order that the Con-
may be fully

States within the districts where their
In

kil

may bo callected
Dopartment renows its ceaseloss ne- [ stitution and the lnws
tvity, and thoe Geoneral Government is vindicated ; the trath cloarly
thoroby woabled  to lished and affirmed that trefson is o
|||-r.m;-‘rl\' with its officors and agonta. | erimeo, that prattors should be punish
The courts bring security to persons | od and the offensa made intamons;
and proporty ; the opening of the and, nt the seme time, thut the ques-
ports inyitos the restoration of induse | tion may be judicially @ thled; finally
ury and commaores tho post ofMico re- | and forever, that no State ol it4 own
nowa thefueilities of sovial intercourso | W (Il has the right o renounce i
and of bosiness.  And is it not IV'N')’ I:hlt-v in the Union

for ua nll, that the restoration of each Thoe relationa of the Goneral Govw
ono of these funetions of the General | ernmert townrds the four millions ol
inhabitants whom the war bas onlled
into (reedom, has ongog ||||}' most
On the propri

eatub

communicato

to tho States over which they are ex.
tonded?  In it not o suro promise of
harmony und renowoll attnehmont of

sorious gonsidoration

| the Fxooutive
as & bonifi- | the Constitution itself; the interpre
tntion of that inatzument by ita nu
thors and thelr cotomporaries, and pe

lgrnmont s known only
oanece !
[ know very w ell that this ]...11(-3- is
attendod with somao riak, that for ils i gont leginlntion by Uangroess,
wiietoss L requires al loast the aoguies- | at the first movemont townrds
conte of the Stntes whivh it conoerns ; | pendonce, the Cong
that it implios an invitation to  thoso i States instructed tho sovoral Statos
Srates, by renewing their alloginnce | institate Govermnonis of thely own
|10 the United States, to resume thelr | they loft eneh State to deoide for it
funotions as States of the Union

it 1o norisk that must hoe taken ;

indo

in the | af the aloetive franchise. During the

holding ol cireuit Courts of the United |

| ety of attompting mako the froed-
v tho |lr“'~i'|nmt|}rlt of
, I toule for my connsel

Whan,

srost of the Unitud

Bat | sell’ the vonditions for the enjoyment
0]

tinued to exist a ve at dicovgity -
in the qunliﬂution:y olectors mﬁ'
several States; and even within a
State a distinction of qualifications
provailed with regard to the officers:
to be chosen,- The Constitution of the
United States recognizes these diver-
sitics when it enjoins that, in the
choice of members of the Hcuse of
Representatives of tho United States
“ the clectors in each State shall have
the qualifications requisite for clectors
of the most numerous branch of the
State Logislature.”  After the forma-
tion of the Constitntion, it remained,
as before, the uniform usage for each
Stato to enlarge the body of its clee
tors, nccording to its own judgment
and, under the system, one State af-
tor another has proceeded to increase
the number ofits eclectors, until now
universal suffrage or something very
near it, is the general rule. Bo tixed
was this reservation m,mrnr in the
nd 80 Unquos-

10T
the constitution, that Fho e
war the late President never harbor-
od the purpese—certainly never avow.
ed the purpose—of disregarding it;
and in the acts of Congress, during
th t period, nothing can be found,
which during the continuance of hos.
tilities, much less after their close,
would have sanctioned any departire
bytthe Executive from u policy which
has so uniformly obtained. Moreover,
a concession of the clective franchiso
to the freedmen, by the aet of the
President of the United Stutes, mus!
have been extended to all colored men,
wherever found, and 0 must hnve s
tablished a chango of suffrage in the
Northern, Middle, nnd Wostern Stutes,
not less than in the Southern nnd
Sounthwestern.  Such an act would
have created a new cluss of voters,
and would have been an assumjption
of power by the President which noth
4ng in the const'tation and laws ol the
United States would have warrantod

On the other hand, every danger of
conflict is avoided when the settle-
ment of the question is referred to the
geveral Suates,  They can, cach for it
self, docidoon the measure,and wheth
er it is to be adopted at once and
absolutely, or introduced gradually
and with conditions. In my judg-
ment, tho freedmen, if they show
patience and manly virtues, will
sooner obtain & participation in the
clective franchise through the States
than through the Goeneral Covern-
ment, even if it had power to inter-
vene. When the tumult of emotions
that have been raised by tho sudden-
ness of the socinl change shall have
subsided, it may prove that they will
receive tho Kindliest nangoe from soine
of those on whom they have hereto-
fore most closely depended,

But while I have no doubt thet now, afier
the close of the war, it ia pot competent for
the Genernd Government to extend the vlec
| Live franchise in thegeyern! States, it is equal-
| Iy elenr that good faith requires the securiy
of the fresdmen iu thelr liberty nad thes

property, their right to lnbor, and their righs

to ¢laim the Just return of their lnbor. 1
| cannot loo strongly urge a  dispassionnte
| treatmont of this subject, which should be

carefully kept aloof from all party strife.—
We must equally avold hnsty nssumptions of
mturnl iIH'I-I-'-i'Iﬂ.I'..\' fur the two raced to
| live side by gide, in a stnle of mutunl benefit
[ and good will. The experiment involves ng

in no Inconsisteney ; let us then, go on and

make that experiment in good fuith, nnd not

be too ensily disheénrtened. The country in
| in neod of lahor, and the frocdmen are in
need of employment, culture, anid protection.
While their right of volungury migration and
| | \|..\:;"|.|Il'|n11 16 not to be ||lu~-t]n|1r|!r I would

not ndvise their foreed removal and eoloniza.
| Lot i tather encourage them to hon-
| orat 1o and useful industry, where it may bo
| Wnaficinl to themselves and to the country ;
| nndd, doitend of uwany ensisipaiione of the
| cortninty of fiture, lot there he nothing want-

ing to the falr trinl of the experiment, Thae
hnngee I thelr e ondition (n the substitution
of lubor by vontract for thi stntus of s
T‘.h'
i illingg ne
winine about Lig fresdom of chotee n ki
sulte, and the certninty of his recovering hie
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freednn ennnot fairly bo necnusid of

to work, ao long v ilonht v

tipnlnted wages, In this the interedin of
; the employet widl the "”']‘l".""'l' eninelile
I'he smployer destires in bis workmen woirit

pnd alaerity, dud these onn he perm
pured in no other way. And If the

ought to be nble to enforee the coutrnet »

ought tha other, The pablic interest (i)

b bokt promoted I the several Siate

I rovide mdengante protection apd remedien for

thie frooduien Uit thads im yn dopmio way nes

‘ru‘np!l-nh('-!. there ln no chanee fur the nd
vantageons nao of their libory and the blame
of Wlesnecens will not rest an thiem.

. | know thnt sinedre Ilhllllll”'.HrIl_\ LR TRIE
forthe Immoedinte renligation of 18 remotert
arwn g but time iv always an vlement in
furn. It is one of the
eord 1o bave brought foor millions of p

| ple into freedom, The oareer of froe (nily

try must ba filrly opened to them ; and the
thelr futtre prosperity aml condition

W

groalest nite on

| wfter sil, rest malnly on thenselves I ¢
|
full, and so perigh nway, 1ot us bo earéful ¢
the fellnre shinll not be atteibiutable 1o o

deninl of justice. Tn wll thnt relnten to 0
Jegtiny ol the freodmen, we aoed not be ¢
wxlons vo rendd the future ) many Incids

feom A n-inu'nhlhr.v 1,-|J'|:..'. af

will quieily settle the

wiilch vl
gt eadue nliris,
!lfl\"‘

Now

end, thie greatnesy of [ie

that slavery fa ot an end or nenr (1
n the point
e and more s
i¥a monojy
v Hintew where

pubilie eeomomy, hecowm

puront.  Blavery wan e
of 1abor, and an such lo-k
it prevailed ngainst the Jucoming of free In
dnetry Whaere Iabar ¥ e pr I""'" of
¥ | the ¢ ']‘“il”ﬂ. the white tnan was  #xe ]-;a[¢,|
from vinployment, or hnd bt the recond beat
chapes of lndiog it; and the forelgn eml

gratt turhmd nwny fram the reglon Where his
With

Inbor wii]

candition would be an preenriong
de tibs ¢ froe

fri f the wanapnls
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